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How a Saint Persevered to the End  

By Eric Blick, grandson 

My grandmother was a saint, and if you 
believe in Christ as your only hope from the 
wrath of a perfectly holy God, then according 
to 1 Corinthians 1, you are a saint too. A 
saint is one who not just professes belief in 
Christ, but one who also continues in belief 
to the end (Heb 3:14).  The faith of my 
grandmother was alive and believing for over 
70 years. As we look at her life after 95 
years, we ask the question, “How?” “How did 
she persevere in belief to the end?” 

The answer is two fold: 1. God alone does it.  
He causes perseverance, and 2. He uses 
God-ordained “means” to accomplish this end. 
God does these two things out of delight and 
for the glory of His name, not ours. 

First, God is the one who causes his saints 
to continue believing all the way to the end. 
There were many events in my grandmother’s 
long life that tempted her to believe that God 
was not good and for her to desert the faith - to stop believing: having numerous 
miscarriages, having to stop schooling early to work for mere dollars a day to help 
keep her family from starving through the Great Depression, being preceded in death 
by my grandfather and most of her family members, and eventually dying with cancer.  
She believed and persevered because of the truth found in 1 Peter chapter 1 which 
says, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 
great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is 
imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who 
are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed 
in the last time.” God caused the belief, and He protected her in belief to the end. 

Why did God have 95 years of life for my grandmother? This question is akin to and 
has the same answer to the question, “Why did God use 10 plagues on Egypt to free 
His people and not just one?” Exodus 9:16 says that God did this to show His power 
and “in order to proclaim [His] name through all the earth.” God was putting his glory 
on display through both the trials and the joys of my grandmother’s life. As Jonathan 
Edwards points out, it was not solely in my grandmother’s first act of faith that, 
according to Romans 4:3, was reckoned to her as righteousness, but all the future 



acts of belief as well. After 95 years of living, even through 
the trials listed above, we see countless examples of deeds 
in her life that were done out of the obedience of faith 
(Rom 1:5), displaying that she banked on the promises of 
God in belief.  God alone keeps us persevering in belief to 
the end and for His glory. 
  
Secondly, God also uses various means to cause this 
perseverance in belief. Here are at least five ways God 
worked in my grandmother’s life to use these means to 
cause perseverance: 

First, Christ was her joy. After my grandfather went to be 
with the Lord in May of 1998, my grandmother would 
regularly respond to people asking how she was doing 
without him, with this simple reply: “God is taking care of 
me.” How did I know she had joy? We saw it. She was 
content in Christ. In her funeral notes she quotes Psalm 
119:111 “I have inherited Your testimonies forever / For 
they are the joy of my heart.” 

Second, the Word of God was her regular feast. On many 
occasions and from all ages of my life, I have caught my 
grandmother, and grandfather while he was alive, reading 
the Word of God at the breakfast table together. I think it 
is a testimony of God’s grace to my grandmother through 
the godly, loving, strong leadership of my grandfather, that 
she continued this feast even after he died 10 years ago. 
George Mueller, an English preacher in the 1800’s, has 
asked this question: “How shall we learn to enjoy God? 
How obtain such an all-sufficient soul-satisfying portion in 

him as shall enable us to let go the things of this world as vain and worthless in 
comparison? I answer, This happiness is to be obtained through the study of the Holy 
Scriptures. God has therein revealed Himself unto us in the face of Jesus Christ.”  1
The word was her feast. 

Thirdly, prayer was her practice. She prayed faithfully for those close to her, those 
who God placed on her heart. She also prayed regularly for the lost and for those 
missionaries, like Tom Randall, to proclaim the Good News of Christ, calling people to 
repent and believe. 
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Fourthly, fellowship was her delight. “Perseverance is a community project”, to quote 
John Piper . In these last months as her health failed, we printed off sections of 2

Hebrews in large font so that she could still feast. We read with her the books of 
Philippians and Hebrews, and many of the Psalms. We read scripture verses from the 
1” by 3” collection of verses called “Gems” that she received as a giveaway from a 
Billy Graham crusade. She had committed many of these scripture verses to her heart 
years back and would finish many of these verses for us as we read them to her. 

Lastly, God used suffering as a means to help her preserver and make further 
progress in holiness. The temptation to pride in her good health soon gave way to 
reduced health and then to no heath at all. This was possibly her last station stop 
on the train of progressive holiness. Now, as 
Hebrews 12:23 says, she is before the throne 
of grace, and she is one of “the spirits of the 
righteous made perfect.” 

Even in these God ordained means, God means 
to show His glory. In 1 Corinthians 15 Paul 
reminds us from his life that he “labored even 
more than all of them, yet not I [says Paul], 
but the grace of God with me.” Even in my 
grandmother’s hard work in employing these 
five means that I mentioned, it was God, on 
the basis of and because of His working for 
His glory, that she made any headway at all in 
perseverance and holiness in her life.  
  
In conclusion, to the believer, my 
grandmother’s life says, “Keep your eyes on 
Christ as your only hope to wake up believing 
all the days allotted to you to enjoy here on 
earth, using His appointed means of treasuring 
Christ in His word, through prayer, together 
with other saints, and in suffering.”   

To the unbeliever, in her funeral notes she says to you by choosing the hymn “There 
is Room at the Cross for You”, that there is, in fact, room.  If you will treasure 
Christ, in Him He will completely satisfy you and cause you to continue believing to 
the end, as we have seen in the life and now the death of my grandmother. 
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