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Forgiveness - Luke 17:3-19 - Tim Keller
Pay attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, 
forgive him, [4] and if he sins against you seven times in the day, and turns to you 
seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.” 

[5] The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” [6] And the Lord said, “If you 
had faith like a grain of mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be 
uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 

[7] “Will any one of you who has a servant plowing or keeping sheep say to him 
when he has come in from the field, ‘Come at once and recline at table’? [8] Will he 
not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, and dress properly, and serve me 
while I eat and drink, and afterward you will eat and drink’? [9] Does he thank the 
servant because he did what was commanded? [10] So you also, when you have 
done all that you were commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only 
done what was our duty.’” 

[11] On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. 
[12] And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance 
[13] and lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” [14] When 
he saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they 
went they were cleansed. [15] Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, 
turned back, praising God with a loud voice; [16] and he fell on his face at Jesus’ 
feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. [17] Then Jesus answered, “Were 
not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? [18] Was no one found to return and give 
praise to God except this foreigner?” [19] And he said to him, “Rise and go your 
way; your faith has made you well.”

Justine & Will’s Wedding, June 26, 2021

NOTES:
Intro: The forgiving spirit: why do we need it, 
how do you why what is it, and how do we get it? 
I. Why do we need it? Unforgiveness is a root 
underground that is more alive than we know. 
Wrath is from the word “wreath” which means 
twisted. It’s also from the word we get “wraith” or 
“ghost.” Unforgiven wronged wrongs are a root 
that will turn you into a “wraith.” 
II. What does it mean to forgive? It is three 
things:  
A. It is identifying with the wrongdoer.  
You are like them, you are their “brother.” It does 
not mean only to forgive other Christians, nor 
does it only mean forgive those who ask you for 
it, to be forgiven. Luke would have known this 
verse: “Mark 11:[25] And whenever you stand 
praying, forgive, if you have anything against 
anyone, so that your Father also who is in 
heaven may forgive you your trespasses.” 
“Forgiveness flounders because I exclude the 
sinner from the community of humanity, and I 
exclude myself from the community of sinners” -  
Miroslav Volz. We cannot demonize them as 
other but see that we are broken just like them. 
B. It is inwardly paying the debt of the 
wrongdoer. 
When somebody wrongs us there is a debt to be 
paid, and the currency is pain. If you make them 
pay down the internal debt of pain, it will twist 
you into a “wraith.” Somebody has to pay. And 
forgiveness means you absorb it, and go to God 
for healing of the debt of pain. You can still 
pursue justice, but it will be painful and costly 
not to pursue vengeance through slander.  
C. It is seeking the good and well-being of the 
wrongdoer.  
When you are free from the bondage of 
bitterness, you will seek their relationship for 
their good and not for their punishment, and you 
will pray for them. Don’t pit justice and 
forgiveness against one another. Vengeance 
always goes well past justice. Go for their 
betterment and restoration not punishment. 
Withdrawal can be as much of evidence for an 
unforgiving heart as blatant vengeance and 
slander. Rather pray for their good and wisdom 
and awakening. That will heal your anger and 
pain overtime. Forgiveness is costly, and 
someone is going to pay. God will give you 
grace and mercy to accomplish this. 
III. How do we give forgiveness? The disciples 
say this is impossible and are demanding of 
Jesus to increase their faith because nobody 

can forgive like this. This is not something we just leave here and try harder to do. Jesus 
says, on the contrary, even if all you have is faith the size of a mustard seed to believe the 
gospel, in that you have all that you need to see how much you’ve been forgiven, thereby 
able to forgive others. 
Don’t be a servant acting like an owner. That is a big idea of Jesus’s parable here. There 
were no bankruptcy laws at this time to reference in this parable, and it is not about 
employees and employer relationships, and it is not about chattel slavery. It is about 
removing a debt for a period of time through indentured service. When we do not forgive 
others, we are acting like an owner over our brother when we are fellow servants like him. 
There is one owner. This parallels the other parable of the unforgiving servant who is 
forgiven a large amount by the king, but will not forgive his fellow servant a small 
amount.How can we do this? Our hearts are melted by our owner becoming a servant. On 
the cross Jesus cried out it is finished, and our debt as a servant has been paid for fully by 
him. 
The lepers not only needed physical healing but they needed to be cleansed, because they 
were unclean to worship. One of the lepers was a Samaritan leper. He would’ve asked which 
priest and which temple do I go to to get clean? And he got it, he came to Jesus the ultimate 
temple and priest where we go to get true forgiveness and cleansing. 
Put our little stories of real wrongs inside the picture of his bigger story of the owner 
becoming a servant to forgive me. By his indwelling Spirit you will understand the context in 
which you have been forgiven, seeing this owner becoming a servant for you, and living in 
the freedom from bitterness forgiving others. 
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Okoboji 2021: “Re-new” 
8/1/21- Pastor Jon Pausley, Sunday morning 
Intro: Deserts can bloom overnight with a deep rain 
or flood. May God do that to our souls in a dry and 
weary land where we thirst for him. 
Big idea: In similar ways that God challenged Israel 
to be renewed, we can hear these words and grow in 
our hope in God, having our affections renewed.  
1. May your AFFECTIONS be renewed for God.  
Isaiah 43:1-3 
    [1] But now thus says the LORD, 
    he who created you, O Jacob, 
        he who formed you, O Israel: 
    “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 
        I have called you by name, you are mine.  
    [2] When you pass through the waters, I will be 
with you; 
        and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm 
you; 
    when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
        and the flame shall not consume you.  
    [3] For I am the LORD your God, 
        the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
2. May your ATTENTIONS be renewed for God. 
Isaiah 43:18-19 
    [18] “Remember not the former things, 
        nor consider the things of old.  
    [19] Behold, I am doing a new thing; 
        now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
    I will make a way in the wilderness 
        and rivers in the desert. 
3. May your ATTUNEMENT be renewed for God. 
V19 Do you not perceive what God is doing right 

now? Let’s pay attention to the WHAT NEW he might 
be doing?  

Morning Bible Hour: 
“Prayer” 
8/2-3/21- Pastor Skye Jethani 
Intro. Even his publisher thought he should not do a 
book right now on prayer as it is not important to the 
church today. But it is.  
Big idea. Prayer is so important to CHrist’s life and 
has tremendous impact on ours.  
The word radical means “rooted”, 
it is where we get the word 
radish. Was Jesus’ life radical 
when he spent 30 years and most 
of it building furniture and 
houses?  
What do we fill this rootedness 
with other than prayer? 
Knowledge - to believe the myth 
that information leads to 
transformation. Or we fill it with 
activism - that will give us a 
meaningful life that is radical. 
Prayer is having a relationship 
with God - knowing him, not just 
knowing about him. 
1. What is / isn’t prayer? It is fellowship with God the 
Father by grace based on his character and defense of 
the glory of his great name.  
Luke 11:5-13 comes right after Jesus giving them the 
Lord’s Prayer. The question is not HOW to pray or 
WHERE to pray but to WHOM to pray. This is not 
technique or formula but on who God is. This is 
“without shame” in an honorable culture. We do not 
pester God with our requests, and that is a 
mistranslation of this: [8] I tell you, though he will not 
get up and give him anything because he is his friend, 

West Lake, Okoboji, 2021

We do not have 
any record in the 
gospels where 
the disciples ask, 
“teach us how to 
preach, teach us 
how to grow a 
church.” They 
simply ask to 
learn how to pray 
because they saw 
what a pivotal 
point and crucial 
element this was 
to Jesus’ own life.
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yet because of his impudence he will rise and give him 
whatever he needs.  
The reason the neighbor gets out of bed is not because 
he was nagged but because he did not want shame on 
him and his whole village, he protected his name and 
thus acted. Knock, seek, ask - and because God is 
honorable to defend his own name, he will answer. 
God answers prayer not because of who we are but 
because of who he is. Jesus lends us his character, and 
that is why God answers prayer.   
Do you know WHO this God is to WHOM you pray? 
Ephesians 3 calls us to “be filled with the fullness of 
God. That will empty us of ourselves. The disciples 
were saying in essence, fill us with the Father the way 
that you are filled with the Father. He responds with, 
“knock, seek, ask.”  
2. Keep it simple (and unceasing) - Matthew 6:5-14 

(day 2). 
A. Prayer is primarily private although 
it is done publicly sometimes. A 
chapter before Jesus says let your light 
shine before men. So when is prayer 
public and private? Who benefits and 
who looks good matrix: 3 of 4 boxes 
are private but when God is glorified 
and others benefit then it is public. The 
most intimate relationships we have 

have such a private nature to them.   
B. Unlike the pagans, prayer is meant to be simple - 
we are not heard for our many words. We say many 
words for two errors: we don’t live like we understand 
that he already knows. Secondly, we think that words 
and communication is primarily all that matters. This 
is guilt to not pray for 30 minutes a day coming up 
with lots of words. How do we express sincerity 
without filling in with a lot of words? Most of us have 
been taught a pagan vision of prayer as incantation 
like a magic spell - you say the right words the deity 
acts in the right ways. Prayer is communion, abiding 

in the presence of God and sometimes it requires 
words and sometimes it does not, just like in marriage. 
If marriage were only connection through words, it 
would not be a deep marriage. 1 Thessalonians 5:17 - 
pray without ceasing, is what Paul is getting at. If 
prayer is only words, this is not possible. If it includes 
communion with God like a deep marriage, then this 
verse makes sense. God is not found in certain 
activities in our world as secular or sacred. 
Christianity is an integrated life in which all of life is 
under God’s world. Matthew 25 says this is the 
difference between the sheep and goats who don’t 
know they are doing works for Christ in the mundane 
things and helping the poor, etc.  
C. Prayer benefits from structure. The Lord’s Prayer 
shows a powerful and simple structure when we set 
aside time to focus and pray and talk to God. Jesus 
teaches us to pray like signing a hymn where we learn 
the beauty of structure and words and melody and 
form. The book of Psalms is the prayer book of God’s 
Son and God’s children. Spontaneity does not equal 
authenticity - said the other way is the myth we 
believe. These teach us HOW to pray. This is like a 
vine and a trellis. Written prayers are simply a trellis 
giving us ways to grow our prayers in imagination. 
Use other people’s prayers and be humble enough to 
ask for help.   
3. Prayer of all our emotions including lament (Day 5). 
Matthew 14:32-36 God says no to Jesus and it is not 
because he does not love him, he does. Take this cup 
from me, but, no my will but your’s be done. There are 
good reasons that God has when he does not answer 
our prayers as we think best. 
Hebrews 12:[2] looking to Jesus, the founder and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Nebraska Wedding Reception, July 2021

Prayer is 
mainly 
private, 
simple, and 
benefits 
from 
structure - 
Matthew 
6:5-14
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The Enlightenment 
brought us the premise that 
knowledge will transform 
us. But knowledge in itself 
is not enough. Information 
is important and study of 
the Bible is key, a place 
the western church lacks 

today. But it is Christ who transforms.  
The missing link between knowledge and a 
transformed life is prayer. Faith transforms your 
affections not just your knowledge base. 
We are good at teaching Bible study courses. Have we 
been taught to pray? Are we students of prayer in the 
same way? 
Acts 16 Paul and Silas get beaten for preaching the 
gospel. They are chained to the wall in jail. At 
midnight they were praying and singing hymns to 
God. In their beaten and bloody condition they were in 
communion with God. Most of us think the miracle is 
the earthquake and chains falling off. The miracle is 
Paul and Silas having the opportunity to escape and 
they stay. Why are you still here? The jailer is 
converted through witnessing the all-satisfying 
communion with God in an unlikely place. Their 
vision of God transformed the way they saw their 
circumstances, and in or outside of prison, they were 
with God in deep, satisfying communion with the 
Most High God.  
I Corinthians 7 - Paul is asked what is the best 
situation to grow as a disciple of Christ? 

Let each person remain where they are with God. Did 
Paul remain as he was when Christ called him? He did 
not stay in Damascus. He became a missionary to the 
Gentiles -that was his calling. Your value is not 
determined by your circumstances. And changing your 
circumstances does not change your value to God. And 
Paul says to remain as you are with God. The absolute 
fullness of the Christian life is available to every 
person right where you are. You don’t have to change 
your job, become married, etc. You can have this deep 
communion NOW in all its fulness, even if your 
situation never changes. The fullness is Christ not your 
circumstances. This is cultivated in a life of prayer.  
What is the greatest impediment to this life? Misused 
phones. Social media prevents us from establishing 
meaningful relationships through rejection of solitude. 
We gain self-awareness most often in solitude, the 
building blocks for intimacy. Be quiet. Listen. Places 
never allowing us to be board short circuit intimacy.  

Myron Pierce: “Renewal” 
8/2/21- North Omaha ministry - Mission Church, 
Patrick Ave, Omaha. God is faithfully affirming his 
intentions for our life. God was having Abraham see. 
He wanted him to believe and see the stars - the 
number of stars as a picture of just how he would 
fulfill his promises to Abraham and to have all the 
families of the world be blessed through him. 
Isaiah 43:[19] Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it 
springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a 
way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. 

Nebraska Wedding Reception, July 2021

The Pharisees missed 
this intimate 
communion with God 
in prayer too:  

John 5:39-40 

[39] You search the 
Scriptures because 
you think that in them 
you have eternal life; 
and it is they that bear 
witness about me, [40] 
yet you refuse to come 
to me that you may 
have life.
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Proverbs 3:1-18 
    [1] My son, do not forget my teaching, 
        but let your heart keep my commandments,  
    [2] for length of days and years of life 
        and peace they will add to you. 
    [3] Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; 
        bind them around your neck; 
        write them on the tablet of your heart.  
    [4] So you will find favor and good success 
        in the sight of God and man. 

    [5] Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 
        and do not lean on your own understanding.  
    [6] In all your ways acknowledge him, 
        and he will make straight your paths.  
    [7] Be not wise in your own eyes; 
        fear the LORD, and turn away from evil.  
    [8] It will be healing to your flesh 
        and refreshment to your bones. 

    [9] Honor the LORD with your wealth 
        and with the firstfruits of all your produce;  
    [10] then your barns will be filled with plenty, 
        and your vats will be bursting with wine. 
    [11] My son, do not despise the LORD’s discipline 
        or be weary of his reproof,  
    [12] for the LORD reproves him whom he loves, 
        as a father the son in whom he delights. 

    [13] Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, 
        and the one who gets understanding,  
    [14] for the gain from her is better than gain from silver 
        and her profit better than gold.  
    [15] She is more precious than jewels, 
        and nothing you desire can compare with her.  
    [16] Long life is in her right hand; 
        in her left hand are riches and honor.  
    [17] Her ways are ways of pleasantness, 
        and all her paths are peace.  
    [18] She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her; 
        those who hold her fast are called blessed.

Proverbs 3 - Jarod Huffman, 
Restoration Southside; 6/27/21 

HEADLINE SENTENCE: WHO ARE WE LISTENING 
TO FOR WISDOM? HEAR GOD IN TRUE WISDOM.  
1. Danger in disobedience: No on likes obedience 
or authority over us at all.  
Danger 1: forgetting and growing cold (v1-4). We 
are to have a huge memory for God’s faithfulness 
and a short term memory for our sin - “forgetting 
what lies behind and straining for what lies ahead.” 
We rehearse our sin and our shame and not his 
faithfulness: “Philippians 3:[13] Brothers, I do not 
consider that I have made it my own. But one thing 
I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, [14] I press on toward 
the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in 
Christ Jesus.” 
Danger 2: becoming self-sufficient (v5-8). The 
feeling of faith is not one of strength but weakness. 
True faith feels like weakness. One has said, 
“Selective dependence leads to selective 
obedience.” 
Danger 3: becoming more selfish (v9-10). We give 
our time and money to this city and things other 
than just me. We honor God with capital.  
Danger 4: resenting God’s discipline (v11-12). He 
wants what is best for us like a painful vaccine or 
good workout letting God comfort us.   
2. The results of obedience: You are to have a full 
life, which does not mean wealth per se but fullness 
and trueness. V13 shows blessedness as a result of 
loving wisdom and walking in its path. We grow in 
the skill of godly living - a long obedience in the 
same direction. Obedience is not boring. We get to 
follow God. V17 its the way of pleasantness, even 
though it is broken, God is leading you. 
3. The HOW we obey: v18 is a reverting back to 
the Garden by which we come back to this through 
the tree of death for Jesus. Does Jesus still love 
me? His death on this tree proves that. Look at Him 
who is true wisdom.  

Will & Justine 6.26.21
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Titus 3 - If we are to be missional as a church we are to be 
united. 
Restoration Southside, Pastor Jarod Huffman, 5/23/21. 
Being right does not excuse you from laying down your life for others. Jesus was 
right and we were wrong and he still came after us.  
What if we could be a church that was known not by what we are against but by 
what we are for? 
Are we right or reconciled? We are made holy as a blessing for others.  

Context: Tie to Previous 
Section

Flow: Summarize the flow in a 
few short sentences

Repeated, Key Words, Key 
Pronouns Promises & Commands What do we learn about God? 

How does Jesus fulfill this?

Last section: if we are to 
be missional as a church 
we are to humble. 

Implied WHY question(s): 
ground, inference, action/

purpose, action/result

Implied WHAT question(s): 
idea/explain, question/answer, 

positive/negative, series

Implied HOW question(s): 
action/manner, idea/explain

Confession: What do these 
verse say about my need or 

about me?

ACTS: Pray the verses back to 
God (Adore, Confess, Thank, 

Supplicate or Ask).

Arcing: Passage: Titus 3:8-11

[8] The saying is trustworthy,

and I want you to insist on these things,

so that those who have believed in God may be careful to devote 
themselves to good works.

These things are excellent and profitable for people.

[9] But avoid foolish controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and 
quarrels about the law,

for they are unprofitable and worthless.

[10] As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him once 
and then twice, have nothing more to do with him, [11] knowing that 

such a person is warped and sinful;

he is self-condemned.

Look at these men who in contrast to those who love to stir up 
controversy. These men are all different but they are united with 
Paul. These are God-honoring friends with a God-honoring 
purpose. 

[12] When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to come 
to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. 
[13] Do your best to speed Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their 
way; see that they lack nothing. [14] And let our people learn to 
devote themselves to good works, so as to help cases of urgent 
need, and not be unfruitful. 
[15] All who are with me send greetings to you. Greet those who 
love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. 

Covenant College Graduation
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Luke 24:1-12
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they 
went to the tomb, taking the spices they had 
prepared. And they found the stone rolled away from 
the tomb, but when they went in they did not find the 
body of the Lord Jesus. While they were perplexed 
about this, behold, two men stood by them in 
dazzling apparel. And as they were frightened and 
bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to 
them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 
He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told 
you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of 
Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men 
and be crucified and on the third day rise.” And they 
remembered his words, and returning from the tomb 
they told all these things to the eleven and to all the 
rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and 
Mary the mother of James and the other women with 
them who told these things to the apostles, but these 
words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not 
believe them. But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; 
stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by 
themselves; and he went home marveling at what 
had happened.

AN IDLE TALE OR SOMETHING MORE? 
- RESURRECTION SUNDAY, PASTOR 

RYAN, E-FREE, 4/4/21
Intro: We let the majestic grow old often times 
through familiarity. That happens, for instance, 
in vacationing to Colorado vs. living there and 
losing sight of how grand the mountains really 
are. Are we in danger of losing sight of the 
greatness of Jesus rising from the dead and 
what that means for us.  
The Big Idea: The resurrection is weighty and 
changes everything.  
1. The resurrection was unexpected. This 

is not true from God’s perspective, but it 
was to those living at the time. The women 
went there expecting to see a dead body 
and they brought burial ointments. Peter 
and the apostles are not the hero of this 
story but record themselves acting poorly. 
That plus their radical change to eventually 
die for Christ are two more ways we know 
this happened.  

2. The resurrection was a supernatural 
work of God. Verse 2 is where the body is 
missing and two angels are there in the 
tomb.God raised Jesus from the dead 
says Acts 2 and Romans 8.  

3. The resurrection was planned before 
hand. Luke 9:22, 18:32-33, etc. Jesus 
says in detail how he will die and that he 
will. How did the disciples NOT expect 
this? This plan was in the Old Testament, 
Isaiah 53 is one of those such passages, 
Genesis 3:15, etc. V7 Jesus MUST be 
crucified. Luke loves this word. God has a 
plan that MUST take place. 

Some practical implications as this is true: 
1. If he rose from the dead, he is still alive. He 
is interceding on our behalf. 2. Then he is who 

An Outdoor Fire, April 2021

he said he is, namely, he is the son of God. 
Ignoring his claims is not a good idea. He did 
not claim to be just a good teacher. He said he is 
the only way to get to the Father to know him and 
have fellowship with him. 3. It means that death 
has been defeated. We no longer have to fear 
death, as that is not the final word. 4. The 
mission of Christ is still ongoing. He is not a 
dead general whose orders are dead over the 
battlefield. He is alive and advancing his 
kingdom. 
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James 5:1-12: The Well, Boulder, CO, 3/21/21, 8 yr old Acts 29 Church, Matt Patrick 
HEADLINE SENTENCE: THE RICH ARE TO BE PATIENT IN GOD PAYING THEIR BILLS 
GENEROUSLY.  
[7] Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer 
waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early 
and the late rains. [8] You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the 
Lord is at hand. [9] Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be 
judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. [10] As an example of suffering and 
patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. [11] Behold, we 
consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of 
Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and 
merciful.   
[12] But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any 
other oath, but let your “yes” be yes and your “no” be no, so that you may not fall under 
condemnation.

Context: Tie to Previous 
Section

Flow: Summarize the flow in a 
few short sentences

Repeated, Key Words, Key 
Pronouns Promises & Commands What do we learn about God? 

How does Jesus fulfill this?

V1-6 Beware of loving 
riches for self-indulgence. 
V7-11 There is a patient 
heart like wealthy Job who 
hoped in God and reflected 
God’s mercy on others in 
wealth. 

Implied WHY question(s): 
ground, inference, action/

purpose, action/result

Implied WHAT question(s): 
idea/explain, question/answer, 

positive/negative, series

Implied HOW question(s): 
action/manner, idea/explain

Confession: What do these 
verse say about my need or 

about me?

ACTS: Pray the verses back to 
God (Adore, Confess, Thank, 

Supplicate or Ask).

WHY is hope in riches 
bad? V2 It all goes away. 

WHAT did the rich do? 
V4-6 They hired people to 
do work, they did not pay 
but used the wages on their 
self-indulgence. 

HOW are the rich to do? V1 
weep and howl - a call for 
repentance, the howl is 
publicly done. 

Arcing: Passage: James 5:1-6

[1] Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries

that are coming upon you.

[2] Your riches have rotted

and your garments are moth-eaten.

[3] Your gold and silver have corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence against you 
and will eat your flesh like fire.

You have laid up treasure in the last days.

[4] Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields,  
    which you kept back by fraud,  
  are crying out against you, 

and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts.

[5] You have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence.

You have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter.

[6] You have condemned and murdered the righteous person.

He does not resist you.

Snowboarding 2021
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Passage: Joshua 2:1-11
1 And Joshua the son of Nun sent two men secretly from 
Shittim as spies, saying, "Go, view the land, especially 
Jericho." And they went and came into the house of a 
prostitute whose name was Rahab and lodged there. 

2 And it was told to the king of Jericho, "Behold, men of 
Israel have come here tonight to search out the land." 

3 Then the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, "Bring out 
the men who have come to you, who entered your house, for 
they have come to search out all the land." 

4 But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. 
And she said, "True, the men came to me, but I did not know 
where they were from. 

5 And when the gate was about to be closed at dark, the men 
went out. I do not know where the men went. Pursue them 
quickly, for you will overtake them." 

6 But she had brought them up to the roof and hid them with 
the stalks of flax that she had laid in order on the roof. 

7 So the men pursued after them on the way to the Jordan as 
far as the fords. And the gate was shut as soon as the pursuers 
had gone out. 

8 Before the men lay down, she came up to them on the roof 
9 and said to the men, "I know that the LORD has given you 
the land, and that the fear of you has fallen upon us, and that 
all the inhabitants of the land melt away before you. 

10 For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of 
the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, and 
what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were 
beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you devoted to 
destruction. 

11 And as soon as we heard it, our hearts melted, and there 
was no spirit left in any man because of you, for the LORD 
your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth 
beneath.

GOD’S GLORY ON DISPLAY -SUNDAY, 
1/17/21, ELDER CANDIDATE STEVE 

HARMON, E-FREE
Intro: What is God’s glory? It is his greatness 
and honor and dazzling brightness and seen 
in his creative masterpieces. . 
The Big Idea: How is God’s glory displayed?  
1. God displays his glory by displaying his 

sovereignty. God gave these two spies the 
exact person to talk to and be protected 
by to give the report back to their 
commander Joshua. God has divine 
encounters - we get “glimpses.” 

2. God displays his glory by displaying his 
great and mighty works. Rehab mentions 
the Red Sea dried up to walk across then 
killing the Egyptians. She mentions Sihon 
and Og that were just asked by Moses to 
allow them to walk through their land on 
the way up to the Promised Land after 40 
years of desert wandering. They refused 
and were killed. She would have heard of 
the 10 Plagues. He also shows this glory in 
our everyday lives. He puts food on our 
table, gives us work for his people, roof 
over our heads, and every breath that we 
breathe and every heart beat is under his 
reign. 

3. God’s glory is displayed in bringing 
sinners salvation by grace. It took Rahab 
personal faith in a great God to hide these 
spies. “By faith Rahab the prostitute did 
not perish with those who were 
disobedient, because she had given a 
friendly welcome to the spies (Heb 11:31). 
This grace is shown gloriously in saving 
sinners just like each of us too. 

From Nonny & Boppa
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Passage - Hebrews 1
1 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke 
to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he 
has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir 
of all things, through whom also he created the world. 
3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact 
imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the 
word of his power. After making purification for sins, he 
sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 
having become as much superior to angels as the name 
he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, "You are 
my Son, today I have begotten you"? Or again, "I will be 
to him a father, and he shall be to me a son"?  
6 And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, 
he says, "Let all God's angels worship him."  
7 Of the angels he says, "He makes his angels winds, and 
his ministers a flame of fire." 8 But of the Son he says, 
"Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of 
uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom.  
9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 
therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil 
of gladness beyond your companions."  
10 And, "You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in 
the beginning, and the heavens are the work of your 
hands;  11 they will perish, but you remain; they will all 
wear out like a garment, 12 like a robe you will roll them 
up, like a garment they will be changed. But you are the 
same, and your years will have no end."  
13 And to which of the angels has he ever said, "Sit at 
my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for 
your feet"?  14 Are they not all ministering spirits sent 
out to serve for the sake of those who are to inherit 
salvation? - Hebrews 1

JESUS IS SUPREME: ADAM MARSHALL - 
E-FREE ELDER CANDIDATE 1/10/2021

Intro: Hebrews is a unique book, full of 82 OT 
references. It is to exhort discouraged 
Christians to pursue Christ as king, above all 
angels, above all former priests, and 
ultimately above all things.  
The Big Idea: Jesus is King over all and 
nothing happens outside the sovereign 
hand of Christ.  
1. Jesus is real. He is the spoken Word of 

God who reveals himself to us. He has 
spoken by his son. In the last days it is the 
overlapping kingdom.   

2. Jesus is the Creator. He made all things. 
John 1:1 Jesus was in the beginning with 
God and made all things. 1 Cor. 5:17 

3. Jesus is the radiance of God’s glory. Glory 
is God’s fame and renown and Jesus 
displays that, especially on the cross.  

4. Jesus is the exact character of God’s 
nature. If you have seen me, you’ve seen 
the father. Like a stamp. Do you long to 
know the Father? Look to Christ.  

5. Jesus upholds the universe. 
6. Jesus makes purification of sin. There is 

rest and peace for your soul. 
7. Jesus sat down at the right hand of the 

Majesty. What is he king over? All the 
realm of the universe - everything. Nothing 
is outside of his reign. Run to him and rest. 

8. Jesus is above the angels and has a better 
name. The rest of the chapter is devoted to 
this. In Deuteronomy 32 and other places 
the angels are fearful beings who brought 
the law and heralded this news from God. 
The angels serve but Jesus reigns v13-14.

Vineyard
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Passage - John 8:12
Again Jesus spoke to them, saying,  
"I am the light of the world.  
Whoever follows me will not walk in 
darkness,  
but will have the light of life."

CHRISTMAS EVE 2020, PASTOR RYAN
Intro: In Nebraska we do not have very long 
days of light over the winter, and it can be 
tiring. The year 2020 has much in common 
with that for not “seeing the sun” for a while: 
pandemic, racial tensions, economic 
reversals, etc. It can make us extra eager to 
hear the Christmas story again with fresh ears 
and eyes. 
The Big Idea: Jesus came as the light of the 
world.  
1. There are 7 “I Am” statements in John. The 

light metaphor in the Old Testament often 
points to God’s salvation and guidance 
and protection, and is 1 of 7 I “Am” 
statements. When Jesus says he IS the 
light, he is saying profound truths. He is 
the Servant that was promised in Isaiah 
that will redeem his people. That day is 
now: God is light and Jesus saying he is 
light claims he is God. 

2. Implication 1 (hat his is the LIGHT): The 
darkness of the is world is real. Therefore, 
we do not have to be surprised that 
brokenness creeps in around us or grieve 
that we are grieving by saying “why me 
and not someone else?”  

3. Implication 2: Jesus is the light of the 
world and no other light can overcome the 
darkness - “THE” light of the world. 
Epidemiologies or politicians, or leaders, 
etc. are not the answer to all of our issues. 
Hope is not found here. It is in THE light, 
the One who brings everlasting joy.  

4. Implication 3: We need to respond to the 
light. Whoever follows Christ will not walk 
in darkness. They will have the light of life! 
Following Jesus, John 12, means that we 

must believe he is the Christ. Start there. 
Ephesians 5:8 says once we turn to him 
we will want to live in the light, no longer 
wanting to live in the dark. 1 Peter 2 says 
we will want to tell others of the 
magnificence of this light and how it has 
connected to each of us.  

Conclusion: Jesus entered the darkness by 
taking on flesh and being born in a dark 
stable in a manager, so that we can walk in 
the true light now and eternally, the living hope 
of the glory of God!

Fawn Haven
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Passages
"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all 
the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious 
throne. - Matthew 25:31 
Jesus said to him, "You have said so. But I tell you, 
from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at 
the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of 
heaven." - Matthew 26:64 
_______ 
11 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white 
horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and 
True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. 
12 His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head 
are many diadems, and he has a name written that no 
one knows but himself. 
13 He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the 
name by which he is called is The Word of God. 
14 And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, 
white and pure, were following him on white horses. 
15 From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which 
to strike down the nations, and he will rule them 
with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the 
fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. 
16 On his robe and on his thigh he has a name 
written, King of kings and Lord of lords. - 
Revelation 19:11-16

THE GLORIOUS SECOND COMING OF CHRIST, 
DEC 27, 2020, PASTOR JIM

Intro: There is often a let down after the build up to 
Christmas, almost like a “to be continued” at the end 
of a great movie. And it is true. There is more to come. 
We have great hope for how this story ends. 
The Big Idea: Jesus’ victorious, glorious, and strong 
second coming give us hope today. Seven 
observations about our coming king:  
1. V11: Jesus is coming again as a warrior in victory. 

It has already been declared even before the 
battle begins.  

2. V12: his eyes see and will see all things. Many 
diadems are to convey the regal nature of his 
absolute rule. The infinite One has a name that we 
cannot fully know as finite beings, as he is other 
than us.  

3. V13: who’s blood is it? The blood of the Lamb 
defeated Satan. The next name for Jesus here is 
the Word of God - John 1 says the same thing.  

4. V14: Who are the armies? Likely its the church and 
the bride of Christ as the language is similar to 
v7-8. His word is all that he needs to utterly defeat 
his enemies.  

5. V15: All rebellion will be finished. Isaiah 11:4 is his 
second coming prophecy.   

6. V16: the 4th name here of Jesus is King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords.  

7. His two comings could not be more contrasted: at 
first he was born in a lowly manger and for the 2nd 
coming he is coming on a white horse doing 
battle. He came to die, now he comes to reign and 
rule. 

Conclusion - what do we do with this? Seeing 
Jesus as this victorious conqueror impacts our life: A. 
It helps us fight sin and unbelief. His is a winning 
battle over fear and depression and anxiety, etc. B. It 
helps wean us from the world. All sickness and 
injustices will be swept away. The victorious, 
promised king is going to fix it all, all evil and 
brokenness will be undone not just consoled. His 
glory and his magnificent return grounds our solid 
hope today to live in contentment before him. 

Fawn Haven
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Key and Cited Passages:
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of 
David, - Luke 2:4 
Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called 
Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and 
Simon and Judas? - Matthew 13:55 
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 
in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. - Luke 2:7 
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the 
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great 
fear. - Luke 2:8-9. And the shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 
had been told them. - Luke 2:20 
and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the 
Law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves, or two young 
pigeons." - Luke 2:24 
and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to 
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, "Out of 
Egypt I called my son." - Matthew 2:15... And he went 
and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was 
spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, that he would 
be called a Nazarene. - Matthew 2:23, fulfilling Isaiah 
53:3 - he was despised and rejected by men. 
10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father. - Philippians 2:10-11 

THE HUMBLE FIRST COMING OF CHRIST - 
ADVENT SUNDAY, DEC 20, 2020, PASTOR JIM, 

E-FREE
Intro: Why did he come in such a humble fashion, 
and what does that mean for us? 
The Big Idea: The coming of Jesus was draped in 
humility. See this in the events of the coming of Christ:   
1. His parents and city of origin were unassuming. 

Though they had lineage to David, they lived in 
humble means. John tells us about Nazareth that it 
had a low reputation, an embarrassment to all of 
Israel, “the arm-pit” of Israel in today’s vernacular. 
The rejected town rejected Jesus (Matt 13). 

2. Jesus’ birth is humble. Micah 5:2 proclaims Jesus 
would be born not in Jerusalem where Kings are 
from but Bethlehem, the house of bread. There is 
not hotel for them, so they stay in a barn and there 
give birth. Mary, not others or doctors, etc., help 
Mary give birth (Luke 2). He was not born in a 
palace.   

3. It’s a humble announcement of his birth. Of all the 
people that the angels could have told, shepherds 
would have been perennially religiously unclean 
and considered unreliable and could not give 
testimony in a court of law (Luke 2:20). Dignitaries 
nor elites proclaimed the birth. 

4. It’s a humble offering because they were poor. 
Leviticus 12 allowed for pigeons to be used for 
sacrifice if you could not afford the right sacrifice 
in a lamb.  

5. It’s a humble reception. The only religious officials 
to recognize who Jesus is is the two 80 year olds, 
Simeon and Anna.  

6. Non-Jewish leaders recognize him. The Gentile 
Magi go by themselves to find the Messiah. 

7. The ruling Herod wants Jesus dead. They flee to 
Egypt for safety, in a strange land. After Herod 
dies, Jesus returns to Nazareth and is despised. 

WHY? Jesus humbled himself as it says Philippians 2. 
Why? 1. For our salvation and did not demand to be 
served - Mark 10. 2. For our example. Go serve others 
so they thrive. 3. For the greater glory of God in Christ 
who gets the name above all names (Phil 2). Let your 
heart by melted by this humility for you, and thereby 
go and live differently, inspired. 

Covenant College, Starting Sr Yr., Lookout Mnt Run, GA 2020
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”To Live is Christ” 

Phil 1:21-30
21 For to me to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain.  
22 If I am to live in the flesh,  
that means fruitful labor for 
me.  
Yet which I shall choose I 

cannot tell.  
23 I am hard pressed between the two.  
My desire is to depart and be with Christ,  
for that is far better.  
24 But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on 
your account.  
25 Convinced of this, I know  
that I will remain and continue with you all, for your 
progress and joy in the faith,  
26 so that in me you may have ample cause to glory 
in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again. 
27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the 
gospel of Christ,  
so that whether I come and see you or am absent,  
I may hear of you  
that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one 
mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, 
28 and not frightened in anything by your opponents.  
This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but 
of your salvation, and that from God.  
29 For it has been granted to you  
that for the sake of Christ you should not only 
believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30 
engaged in the same conflict  
that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.

PASTOR JARED HUFFMAN, 
RESTORATION SOUTHSIDE CHURCH, 

CHATTANOOGA, TN, 10/11/20
Intro: 2020 has been an incredible year of 
struggle as a new church, as a nation, through 
loss, and many things. 
The Big Idea: We can live in difficult 
circumstances because of God’s provision.  
1. There are real reasons to be deflated and 

in pain. Paul said he was overwhelmed 
with grief to the point of death - 2 Cor ___ 

2. God comforts with the HS. His role is not to 
get us everything we want in order to live 
the victorious Christian life. His power is 
made beautiful in our brokenness not after 
it.  

3. God comforts with the prayers of his 
people. I kiss the wave that throws me on 
the rock of grace. - Spurgeon 

Johnson Lake, Jackson’s memorial fund donation
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Passage
1 When Mordecai learned all that had been done, 
Mordecai tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and 
ashes, and went out into the midst of the city, and he 
cried out with a loud and bitter cry. 
2 He went up to the entrance of the king's gate, for 
no one was allowed to enter the king's gate clothed 
in sackcloth. 
3 And in every province, wherever the king's 
command and his decree reached, there was great 
mourning among the Jews, with fasting and weeping 
and lamenting, and many of them lay in sackcloth 
and ashes. - Esther 4:1-3 
12 And they told Mordecai what Esther had said. 
13 Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, "Do 
not think to yourself that in the king's palace you will 
escape any more than all the other Jews. 
14 For if you keep silent at this time, relief and 
deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, 
but you and your father's house will perish. And who 
knows whether you have not come to the kingdom 
for such a time as this?" 
15 Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai, 
16 "Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and 
hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat or drink for 
three days, night or day. I and my young women will 
also fast as you do. Then I will go to the king, 
though it is against the law, and if I perish, I perish." 
17 Mordecai then went away and did everything as 
Esther had ordered him. - Esther 4:12-17

ESTHER - “SUCH A TIME AS THIS” 
JANUARY 24,2021, PASTOR JAROD 

HUFFMAN, RESTORATION SOUTH SIDE
Intro: These are mixed actors in this study 
with mixed motives and not always good. 
They reflect us. AW Tozer once said that God 
aims to use men greatly who he wounds 
deeply. This is like Jacob wrestling with the 
Lord and carrying a soul-healing limp in his 
body. Complaints about God are wrong but 
honest complaint to God are lament.  
The Big Idea: God’s people will always be 
under attack and in God’s complete care.   
1. Esther was so wrapped up in her own 

world she did not know the edict had gone 
out to kill her people. Are we more aware 
of our comfort than the pain and grief and 
misery and hurt in others? 

2. Mordecai puts it on Esther like last time to 
get things done, not on God first and 
foremost. Jesus always uses crooked 
sticks to draw straight lines. 

3. Mordecai is bolstered in God’s sovereignty.  
He says that if you don’t do this, Esther, 
God WILL find another way. You are not 
indispensable. So act in faith. 

4. Contrast Esther with Jesus: Esther goes 
into the throne room and receives the 
scepter and Jesus goes into another 
throne room and gets the wrath of God to 
drink to the dregs.  We have a better 
Esther.

Will & Justine, GA
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Okoboji 2020: “Christ’s 
Humiliation” 
8/2/20 - Pastor Sky Jathoni, Sunday morning 
Intro. How did these people turn on Jesus in just five 
days? In John 19 Jesus goes from just being ushered in 
as king on a donkey and then being handed over to 
Pilot asking him to be crucified? 
Big idea. Jesus dying in humiliation is our way to 
ultimate security and satisfaction in God.  
God’s people felt humiliated and with high 
expectations. They were humiliated being called 
God’s chosen people but having the Roman Empire 
rule over them in tyranny. They had high expectations 
for this prophet who could raise people from the dead 
to throw off the Romans. Instead of throwing out the 
Romans, Jesus is throwing Jews out of the temple. The 
Jews then arrest Jesus. Pilot was cruel and sadistic and 
hated Jews. That is why he beats Jesus and puts a 
purple robe on him to then say to the Jews, “here is 
your miserable king you humilited people.” 
Peter told Jesus not to wash his feet. Peter got his 

sense of who he was by who he 
followed, a great rabbi. But this 
rabbi was great because he was a 
servant and Peter’s pride did not 
allow him to follow Jesus. Jesus 
was humble. This cut at Peter’s 
pride. 
Question 1: What kind of 
Savior do you really want? Do 
you want a savior who is beaten 
and mocked by the authority of 

hate world, who will not fight against your immediate 
enemies, but rather blesses and forgives them?  
In Pilot’s last dig against the Jews, he writes “king of 
the Jews” above the cross in three of the known 
languages of that day. Why did Jesus not retaliate, and 
why did he endure to the end? John introduces the 

Passion Narrative with this: “Now before the Feast of 
the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come 
to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved 
his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 
end. - John 13:1.  Jesus knew he was his father’s 
beloved son. This is why he could step into 
humiliation because he was secure in God.  
Question 2: Do you know who you are?  
The good news of the gospel is if we know who we 
are in Christ, we can face anything in this world. You 
are not who the culture says you are. If you believe the 
culture, you will be running after Pilot. And you will 
not be  able to get it for lasting days.  
Will we be ones who stand with the Jews who the 
Cesars mocked, or will we stand with the humiliated 
Savior who is redeeming the material world with his 
own for his father? 

Monday Night: 2020 Vision 
8/3/20 - Pastor John Pawsley, conference pastor 
Intro. People that cannot see at 20 feet what most 
people can see at 20 feet, cannot see the world as it is - 
without glasses or help. We need to see what God sees 
and can only do when he opens the eyes of our hearts. 
What is it that Paul prays that they see in the church of 
Ephesus? 
Big idea. We acknowledge in prayerful assistance we 
need help to see what God sees as true.    
1. We pray to see what God says about us is true. 

Our hearts forget. We are leaking buckets who 
forget. We are constantly under assault by the evil 
one who wants us to feel condemned.   

2. We pray for eyes of faith to see that what God 
says about his kingdom is the actual reality. 2 
Kings 6 illustrates in a story what this kind of 
sight looks like. Then Elisha prayed and said, "O 
LORD, please open his eyes that he may see." So 
the LORD opened the eyes of the young man, and 
he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of 

Jasper Lake, Colorado, reading area July 2020

The gospel is first 
bad news before 
it is good news. - 
quote 

Our pride gets hit 
first. Then the 
good news hits 
us. 
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horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. - 2 
Kings 6:17 Elisha prayed. Just like Paul, he 
prayed.   

But are we setting it to be true in the small moment 
and not just the big moments? God is at work. Watch 
for it. Thank him for it.   

Thursday Night: Faith has 
action - part 2 
8/6/20 - Pastor Bob Merritt, retired pastor from Eagle 
Brook Church, Minneapolis. 

Intro. We are 
broken people in 
a broken world. 
Big Idea: Faith 
shows itself by 
acting and 
moving forward. 
Nehemiah 
illustrates these 
principles 
1.God uses our 
pain to drive us to 
prayer to show us 
his power.  
2.Small steps, 
repeated over 

time, lead to big victories.  
3. When you live by faith, you don’t ignore the facts. 

What is the condition with your soul? Troubled? 
Or is it well? 

4. Brace for opposition. One of the signs you are 
doing the right thing is that you are criticized for 
it.  

5. Start building. 2:17 comes, let’s start building this 
wall. 

Friday Night: Six Stories 
8/7/20 - Pastor Skie Jathoni 
Intro. Amazing Grace ends the first line with “I once 
was blind, but now I see.” What do I see and how did 
that happen? What is my 2020 Vision? 
The Big Idea: With eyes of faith, we do not just 
believe that God is there, but that he is good and for 
his own in deep love. 
Story 1: His roommate sees something in the protest 
that he does not see. His college is having a gay rights 
parade and the Christians are marching strong against 
it. His roommate gives them all hot chocolate. He sees 
people in need - all people.  
Story 2: Moses strikes the rock in Meribah, disobeying 
the voice of God and he still gets water out of the rock. 
We are judged for our faithfulness not effectiveness. 
He saw his fear and anger more than he saw God’s 
command as good.  
Story 3: The flying family said they could do trapeze 
work because they had a catcher. The catcher was not 
someone that the audience saw but was why they 
could fly in the air. Punchline: we don’t doubt there is 
a God, but we live as if he is not Good. 
Story 4: Some Wheaton college students would meet 
him at the safe house: a place to ask honest questions 
about faith. “God can’t use me because I am a habitual 
sinner, and he is disappointed in me constantly.” In the 
midst of our sin, God loves his own. They heard that 
God wants to use them not love them. We believe God 
is frustrated and tired of us. What bonds people 
together is the joy you see that they have for being 
with you.  
"Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom. - Luke 12:32. It 
brings your Father Joy to catch you. 

Backpacking CO, July 2020

What has God said about us that 
is true? Paul prays we see it: 

18 having the eyes of your hearts 
enlightened, that you may know 
what is the hope to which he has 
called you, what are the riches of 
his glorious inheritance in the 
saints, 
19 and what is the immeasurable 
greatness of his power toward us 
who believe, according to the 
working of his great might - 
Ephesians 1:18-19
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Story 5: Why is the miraculous born baby John the 
Baptist doubting? And when the men had come to 
him, they said, "John the Baptist has sent us to you, 
saying, 'Are you the one who is to come, or shall we 
look for another?'" - Luke 7:20. Jesus does not get 
angry with him. He tells his disciples to tell John what 
they see - Jesus healing. Let your eyes by his eyes in 
encouragement in this dark place he can’t see. That is 
community.  
Story 6: MLK Jr, on the night of January in 1956 in 
Montgomery Alabama, received a death threat and 
hung up burying his hands in fear. He heard then 
another voice, “stand up for justice and the kingdom, 
and remember, I will never leave you nor forsake 
you.” This is thinking and feeling peace. This is new 
sight for the bus boycott he was continuing from Rosa 
Park’s who started it. Speaking to the crowd of black 
men ready for revenge from the porch of his own 
burning house, said, “He who lives by the sword will 
die by the sword. Love your enemies. He is with us.” 
They then sang amazing grace together.  
Seven year later, he gave the nation his eyes to see a 
different vision on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial. 
A vision of Christ creating a promised land inside our 
country of brotherhood and equality, dropping our 
anger, frustration and hated. Trusting God to catch us. 
Go from here with eyes to see: 
Not allies and enemies but neighbors. 
Not a God who is simply there, but a God who truly is 
for you, for his own! 

Field of color, Above Diamond Lake, RNF, Colorado 2020

Prayer is fundamental 
to Jesus’ life. 

“Knock, seek, ask - and 
because God is 
honorable to defend his 
own name, he will 
answer. God answers 
prayer not because of 
who we are but 
because of who he is. 
Jesus lends us his 
character, and that is 
why God answers 
prayer.” 


- Skye Jethani, Okoboji Bible 
Hour, 2021
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Death Could Not Hold Him: 
Acts 2:22-41 
Pastor Ryan, Easter Sunday, April 12, 2020 from the 
loft during Corona Virus crisis. 
Intro. This is THE event in human history, more than 
the bubonic plague, or the brokenness of our world, 
etc.  
Big idea. Here are five reasons the 
resurrection matters even today. 

1. It demonstrates God’s power v22: look 
how many times God is used in this 
passage and what he is doing.  Vs 24,32, 
it says God is the one who raised Jesus 
from the dead.    

2. It fulfills Old Testament prophecy. Peter 
quotes Psalm 16 saying that David knew 
the Christ was coming who would not see 
decay in the grave but be raised to life to 
reign on David’s throne forever.  Why this 
matters?  God’s word and promises can 
be trusted - it proves God’s 
trustworthiness. 

3. It means that Jesus is alive and exulted 
at the right hand of God. Vs32-33 - he 
is not only alive but ascended to the right 
hand of God. It means he is reigning now, 
AND he can give us the Holy Spirit now 
in our hearts.  

4. It confirmed the identity of Jesus as 
both Lord and the Messiah, the Christ. 
Vs34-35 - Rising from the dead confirms 
he is both of these offices.   

5. We have the possibility now to experience 
forgiveness of sin. Vs37-41 Because of the 
resurrection we can experience forgiveness IF we, 
like the audience of Peter’s, repent and believe that 
this Jesus’ work counts for me. 

What shall we then do? 

A.  Repent: turn from our sin to turning to God. I am a 
sinner, my only hope is Christ, and I believe in 
him. Repentance and faith is two sides of the same 
coin. As a believer we live in daily repentance - 
Martin Luther. 

B. Be baptized: it does not save us from what 
we learn in the rest of Scripture, but it 
demonstrates that we have repented and 
turned and believe he rose again. We cannot 
proclaim a king whom we do not obey. 

C. Plead with others to come to Jesus 
vs39-40: the resurrected Christ can deliver 
them from the emptiness and bondage that 
sin brings. Healing from the Corona virus is 
not our biggest need - it is being restored to a 
holy God for whom we were made to glorify 
by enjoying him.  

Prague, Czechia, January 2020

22 "Men of 
Israel, hear 
these words: 
Jesus of 
Nazareth, a man 
attested to you 
by God with 
mighty works 
and wonders 
and signs that 
God did through 
him in your 
midst, as you 
yourselves 
know- 
23 this Jesus, 
delivered up 
according to the 
definite plan 
and 
foreknowledge 
of God, you 
crucified and 
killed by the 
hands of 
lawless men. - 
Acts 2:22-23
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“I will remember their sins 
no more.” Hebrews 8:1-2, 
7-13  
Pastor Jared Huffman, Restoration Southside Church, 
Chattanooga, TN, 2/23/2020; Will and Justine leading 
worship 
Big idea. God is for us in his Son Jesus who is the 
better high priest brining a better covenant with true 
forgiveness.   

1. We have a better high priest. Jesus sits down to 
demonstrate there is no more work to be done in 
the role as high priest. Devotion is not proving 
your faithfulness to God, but resting in his 
faithfulness to you. The final word on you is 
perfect, loved, accepted.  This is the finished work 
of Christ that quiets our inner-critic.  

2. We have a better covenant. Moses’ Covenant was 
keep this covenant and live. The law was not the 
problem but they had no will in their hearts to obey 
it.  Instead of an external thing you will do, I will 
do an internal thing in your heart through the Holy 
Spirit.  I AM loved, not I can change.   

3. We have a better forgiveness. Vs 12-13. The 
posture of God towards his own is not indifference 
or anger but joy and pity.  “God does not only 
forget our sins, it is impossible for him to 
remember them” - commentator on this passage.  

Passage: 1 Now the point in what we are saying is 
this: we have such a high priest, one who is seated at 
the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 
2 a minister in the holy places, in the true tent that the 
Lord set up, not man. - Hebrews 8:1-2 

7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, there 
would have been no occasion to look for a second. 8 
For he finds fault with them when he says: "Behold, 
the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will 

establish a new covenant with the house of Israel and 
with the house of Judah, 9 not like the covenant that I 
made with their fathers on the day when I took them 
by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt. For 
they did not continue in my covenant, and so I showed 
no concern for them, declares the Lord.  

10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I 
will put my laws into their minds, and write them on 
their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people. 11 And they shall not teach, each one his 
neighbor and each one his brother, saying, 'Know the 
Lord,' for they shall all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest. 12 For I will be merciful toward 
their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no 
more." 13 In speaking of a new covenant, he makes 
the first one obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete 
and growing old is ready to vanish away. - Hebrews 
8:7-13

The Castle at Strasberg, Austria 2020
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Prayer - Acts 1:12-14

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem  
  from the mount called Olivet,  
  which is near Jerusalem,  
  a Sabbath day's journey away. 

13 And when they had entered,  
they went up to the upper room,  
where they were staying,  
  Peter and John and James and Andrew,  
  Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew,  
  James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot  
  and Judas the son of James. 

14 All these  
    with one accord  
  were devoting themselves to prayer,  
    together with the women  
    and Mary the mother of Jesus,  
    and his brothers. 

PASTOR RYAN - EFREE CHURCH. 1/5/20

Intro: Prayer is a profitable, in-expendable war-
time activity. 

The Big Idea: Prayer is action that often 
proceeds the turning point in each part of the 
book of Acts.   

1. They prayed together. Not just 
geographically but they prayed in the same 
purpose together.  

2. They prayed with the same devotion.   

3. They prayed in preparation not idleness. 
Prayer prepares for action and is not an 
excuse to not act.  

Practical application ideas:

1. Pray together. Be intentional about when 
you are together praying together. Prayer 
walks or time in the car would be practical, 
etc.   

2. Pray with devotion. Identify items that 
prevent us from being devoted: too self-
reliant, too busy to set aside time, we think 
he doesn’t listen or maybe not respond as 
we want him to respond, etc.   

3. Pray in preparation. A church that prays is 
prepared to act and go on mission. Pray 
with the expecting that he will hear us, he 
will use us, and with the knowledge he has 
already won. 

the Promenade, Arnolds Park, IA 2019
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”Make me hungry again” - John 6:22-51

26 Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, you are 
seeking me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate 
your fill of the loaves. 27 Do not work for the food that 
perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the 
Son of Man will give to you. For on him God the Father has set 
his seal." 

28 Then they said to him, "What must we do, to be doing the 
works of God?" 

29 Jesus answered them, "This is the work of God, that you 
believe in him whom he has sent." 

30 So they said to him, "Then what sign do you do, that we 
may see and believe you? What work do you perform? 31 Our 
fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, 'He 
gave them bread from heaven to eat.'" 

32 Jesus then said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not 
Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but my Father 
gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of 
God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the 
world." 

34 They said to him, "Sir, give us this bread always." 

35 Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; whoever comes 
to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall 
never thirst. - John 6:26-35 

PASTOR JARED HUFFMAN, 
RESTORATION SOUTHSIDE CHURCH, 

CHATTANOOGA, TN, 8/25/19

Intro: Game of Thrones Reference where the 
illegitimate son does not get the inheritance. 

The Big Idea: Do we follow Jesus for what it 
will get us or cost us?  

1. Following Jesus will CHALLENGE you. For 
the new or unbeliever, Jesus is not your 
vending machine to get bread whenever 
you want. What other things like meaning 
and fulfillment to we hunger after but does 
not satisfy ultimately?   

2. Following Jesus will TEST you. For the 
believer, our works are not that complex 
but just believe. It sounds too simple.  

3. Following Jesus will BLESS you. Vs54 
Jesus promises you will live forever. We do 
not work FOR approval but FROM 
approval.  Can you face never being 
rejected again? You are a true son when 
you put your trust in the Son, never to be 
rejected again. 

Because Jesus ate death and conquered it, 
we can feast on the manna of himself that he 
provides.  We are satisfied both now and 
eternally when we will be restored with him in 
the new, restored earth and heavens. 

Covenant College, Starting Jr Yr., Lookout Mnt, GA 2019
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